
A Service of Holy Eucharist 
Under Special Circumstances 

 
This service of Holy Eucharist will feel very familiar to you, although there have been 
necessary changes made given our particular circumstances. During these pandemic 

days, we find ourselves in such a space of heightened awareness: we experience God’s 
love present with us in remarkable ways in our shared suffering and uncertainty, 

and we recognize the often tense and even frustrating feelings of waiting. These days 
are the epitome of the “already and not yet” that we speak of when we reflect on the 

coming of God’s kingdom of peace and love. 
 

In this way, both the familiarity and the distinctiveness of this liturgy is authentic to 
who we are as a gathered community? 

 
November 1, 2020  BCP 355 
 
Officiant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Glory to God in the highest,   BCP 356 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 



The Collect of the Day 
 
   The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical 
body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and 
godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for those who truly 
love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
A Reading from Revelation 7:9-17 
 
After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 
"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" And all the angels 
stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their 
faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, 
 
"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might 
be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they 
who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 
 
"For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
and worship him day and night within his temple, 
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
the sun will not strike them, 
nor any scorching heat; 
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 



A Reading from Psalm 34:1-10,22  BCP 627 
 
1 I will bless the Lord at all times; * 
his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
2 I will glory in the Lord; * 
let the humble hear and rejoice. 
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; * 
let us exalt his Name together. 
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me * 
and delivered me out of all my terror. 
5 Look upon him and be radiant, * 
and let not your faces be ashamed. 
6 I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me * 
and saved me from all my troubles. 
7 The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, * 
and he will deliver them. 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; * 
happy are they who trust in him! 
9 Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, * 
for those who fear him lack nothing. 
10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, * 
but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good. 
22 The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, * 
and none will be punished who trust in him. 
 
 
A Reading from 1 John 3:1-3 
 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what 
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew 5:1-12 
People Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 



"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon 
 
 
The Nicene Creed   BCP 358 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 



            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow (silently or spoken) 
 
For the Universal Church, its members, and its mission 
For the Nation and all in authority 
 
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide the people of 
the United States in the election of officials and representatives; that, by faithful administration 
and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
For the welfare of the world 
For the concerns of the local community 
For those who suffer and those in any trouble 
 
Pray for those with immediate needs including: Diane Colleti, Dennis Wydra, Kevin Murray.  
 
Pray for those with long term needs including: Carol Prescott, Helen Schlaefflin, Kelly Smith, 
Lloyd Mills, Gil Pollit, Jennifer Smith, Kevin LaForce, Dennis Bergin, David Wilkins, Ron 
Phillips, Chrissy Greer.  
 
Pray for family & friends of our parish including: Jackie, Luci, Billy, Gordon Weatherby, Scott 
Casavant, Emily, Sheila. 
 
The departed – Michael Randall, Doug Phillips, Nancy Lambdin, Helen Greear, The Rev. Stephen 
Hall, Bob Kroll. 
 
Birthday and Anniversary Blessing 
 



Officiant: 
God of all power and love, 
we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Confession   BCP 360 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 
During these very unusual times, when we are practicing physical distancing, we are invited to honor one 
another’s health by honoring one another’s space. Let us take a minute to look around at the faces near us. 
You may want to wave or bow, or say hello, as we share the peace of Christ with our community. 
 
Offertory 



 
The Holy Communion 
 
During these very unusual times, we find ourselves struggling to find meaning, looking for a sense of ‘normalcy’ 
that can offer us an anchor point in the midst of so much uncertainty. The Church has faced many times of 
uncertainty before, even with regard to limits on receiving Communion as a gathered community. The long-
standing tradition of the Church has been that Communion in one kind is understood as a complete faithful 
Holy Communion. Because of health reasons, people have often found themselves unable to receive either 
bread or wine at various points. So, in these days, we will receive only the bread, even as we celebrate Christ’s 
full Presence with us as a parish. Our prayer today will be an amended form of our traditional Eucharistic 
liturgy. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer A  BCP 361 
 
The people stand as able. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, 
faces them and says 
 
   The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, God Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the 
week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 



Then the Celebrant continues 
 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN 
 



And now, as our Savior  BCP 364 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 
 
The clergy will bring the host to you. Please remain in your seat and extend your hands. We will place the host 
in your hands. Simply raise your mask to consume the bread and replace your mask afterward. 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People   BCP 365 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 



in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Dismissal 
 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  
People Thanks be to God.  


